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Congratulations 

to 

Ms. Bleicher’s Class 

&  

Mrs. Singley’s Class 
for having a 

98% attendance rate  
for the  

September/October atten-

dance reporting period! 

 

Mark your Calendar... 

Food Drive will be November 6th—17th 
Help support the Food Bank for Monterey County 
by sending in canned or nonperishable food items 
with your student.  Monetary donations can also 
be made; envelopes are available in the front office.  Did you know 
that for every $1 donated, the Food Bank can distribute $5 worth of  
food?   

Sharing is Caring at Toro Park 

Student Success 

This school year is flying by.  On November 10th, we 
will finish our first trimester of the school year. Report 
cards will be sent home on  November 18th.The report 
card reflects student achievement for the first third of 
the school year. Hopefully, this is a good time to reflect 
on what areas are successful and which areas may 
need to be changed a little.  Is there a regular home-
work time and place in your home? Is time spent regu-
larly reviewing school work that has been sent home to 
see if your child needs some extra help understanding 
a specific concept? What about time to read each day? Help your child set reasonable 
goals for the second trimester and make a plan to help achieve those goals. 
 

Report cards are also one of the ways the school measures student progress. We calcu-
late each student’s progress in our standards-based curriculum using a variety of assess-
ment measures. This is done at the end of each trimester during the school year. This 
guides us in planning classroom and school-wide interventions to help every student to 
be a successful learner.  
 

 
 

For students who need a little extra help reaching expected bench-
marks, we have our Response to Intervention (RtI) program. Each 
grade level has developed an intervention plan for students who are 
at-risk or not achieving grade level academic skills. As these plans 
are implemented we monitor the progress of students and the effec-
tiveness of the intervention The interventions give students extra 
academic support in language arts and mathematics. All the inter-
ventions are planned with the student’s needs as the  primary focus. 
Our goal in providing interventions is to assist all students to have a 

successful school experience and be prepared for the next grade level. 
 

Lastly, thank you for the support you provide in your child’s education on a daily basis. 
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Art News for November & December 

We had a great start in October.  The quality of the students’ artwork 
was incredible. The picture of the month docents had great discus-
sions with their students.  Thank you docents for all your hard work. 
The Art Docent Board and I would like to thank the Parents Club and 
all the families that supported our Harvest hand painted pumpkin 

fundraiser. We raised over $9,000.   All proceeds go directly to our art supplies for this year’s art docent les-
sons.  Thank you again for your generosity!  
 

November is Drawing Month The Art Docent projects for November feature drawing for all grades.  
Drawing comes naturally to a child.  Once children discover simple forms can symbolize objects, they begin 
to build a vocabulary in which shapes and lines are combined to stand for whatever they wish.  Young chil-

dren prefer to draw pictures using these preconceived symbols, rather than what they actually observe.  Starting around fourth grade, 
the student’s observation of the world becomes more acute. At this point children want to draw realistically, and this is an excellent 
time to introduce the skill of contour drawing.  Contour drawing involves perceiving the edges of shapes and drawing them from close 
observation with a continuous line.  Students learn how to draw what they really see, and to draw only what they observe.   
 
District Visual Art Standards call for every child to learn contour drawing and develop appropriate observational drawing skills 
by the time they reach sixth grade.  The Art Docent Drawing, Painting, and Printmaking projects in grades five through eight give 
students a chance to practice their drawing skills and build upon the contour drawing techniques introduced in fourth grade. 
 

Kindergarten: Tropical Fish:  Kindergarten classes will be learning shapes and combining them to make fish shapes in oil pastels.  
The shapes are transformed and unified with a watercolor wash of blue or green to create “under the sea” scenes. 
 

Grade 1: Take a Line for a Walk lets the students identify, draw, and explore variations of lines--straight curved, angled, thick, thin--
and discover how a line defines a shape.  
 

Grade 2: Chagall Dreams The 2nd grade students create their dreams on brightly colored paper using oil pastels.  They will be devel-
oping forms of different sizes and shapes, then using the color wheel to create colorful artwork. 
 

Grade 3:  Patterned Birds are drawn in oil pastels after observing photographs of birds and how artists have represented the textures 
and shapes of birds.  Students are encouraged to make an imaginary bird covered in six invented patterns.  
 
Picture of the Month  
In November, Picture of the Month docents will be discussing 19th Century Art. During this time, Italian painters were engaged in the 
major artistic movements of the time. Neoclassicism dominated the early 1800s and gradually gave way to romanticism, realism and 
experiments with impressionism. For much of the 19th century, Italy was also embroiled in a political movement to regain local con-
trol from French and Austrian regimes and unite the peninsula into one nation. Italian painters reflected that political ideal -- and the 
nationalism that fueled it -- in their work. 
American art changed dramatically in the early 19th century.  The formations of galleries and major art academies in major cities be-
gan to appear.  European artworks on loan hung side by side with American ones compelled the American artists to show their best 
work – fully exploring landscapes, history, still life  
and narrative. 
 

In December, the Hands-on program takes a break while our Picture of the Month continues with students studying Impressionism.  
Impressionism was a movement in painting that originated in France in the late 19th century.  Impressionist painters were considered 
radical in their time because they broke many of the rules of picture-making set by earlier generations.  Thee artists found many of 
their subjects in life around them rather than in history.  They began to paint outside the art studio, so they could observe nature 
more directly and set down its most fleeting aspects-especially the changing light of the sun.  They were aided by t he new invention 
of paint in tubes which made their work more portable.  Impressionist works had a sense of immediacy and freshness about them, 
and soon they had captured the attention of the world. 
 

This month with the winter holiday coming up, we would like to encourage you to take your children on a different adventure.  Try 
visiting a museum!  The De Young and Legion of Honor museums in San Francisco all have wonderful exhibits going on presently.  
Locally, we have the Monterey Museum of Art where they are presently showing their annual “Miniatures” show. This favorite annual 
Holiday tradition showcases a diverse collection of 300 small-scale paintings, prints, drawings and sculptures that were created and 
generously donated by local artists.  
 

Linda Jang,  

Art Docent Coordinator 

The Art Corner 
Linda Jang 
Art Docent Coordinator 
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Don’t forget to save Box Tops! 
 

 Please turn them into the  
 treasure box in the library/MPR. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenepublishing.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FBox-Tops-for-Education1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenepublishing.com%2Fsave-box-tops-for-your-school%2F&docid=Ik_T0f0cLwEigM&tbnid=cuf1


Washington Union Educational Foundation 

 

Page 3 

The Character Counts! trait for the month of November is Citizenship! 

Do your share to make your school and community better • Cooperate • Get involved in community affairs • Stay 

informed; vote • Be a good neighbor • Obey laws and rules • Respect authority • Protect 

the environment • Volunteer 

 

Character Counts! 

Wow! It’s tough to believe that the holidays are right around the corner! It’s time to hang on for the ride! 

WUEF is delighted to report that the second annual Taco ‘Bout A Party was a success! A sincere thanks to all who 

came out to celebrate and support Art & Music in WUSD. It was a fun-filled evening at the beautiful Andrus Barn in 

Salinas. Guests enjoyed delicious tacos made on the spot by the Rivera Rojo Family, award-winning tequila generously provided by 

Alderete Tequila, nachos and drinks, tasty treats and dancing. Old friends chatted, and new friends were made. A great time was had 

by all!  And best of all, nearly $10,000 was raised for the Art & Music programs!  

Upcoming Events:  

See’s Candies & Yankee Candle Fundraiser – Every student in WUSD is encouraged to participate. The funds raised 

from these sales go directly to support the Art & Music programs in all three of our district schools. This fundraiser is an excel-

lent option for holiday gift-giving. Both See’s Candies and Yankee Candles make great hostess gifts, and are wonderful ways to 

say “thank you” to those special people who help us throughout the year. Corporate orders welcome, as well. 

Important dates to remember: 

 Monday, October 23 – See’s Candies & Yankee Candle sales begin 

 Thursday, November 9 – See’s Candies & Yankee Candle orders due 

 Wednesday, November 29 – See’s Candies pick up @ SBMS MPR 

 Friday, December 15 – Yankee Candle pick up @ SBMS MPR 
 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Allie Szaszy  (831) 269-9630   alllie.keeley222@gmail.com 

Julie Williams  (831) 444-2348   pedriniwilliams@gmail.com 

Fill the Dish – There’s still time to make your contribution! Do your part to keep Art & Music in our district! Visit  

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate  to participate today! 

34th Annual Dinner Dance Fundraiser – Please save the date!  

March 3, 2018 at the Embassy Suites (newly remodeled!)  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or ideas you may have, or if you would like to volunteer!   

cchasen@sbcglobal.net 
Be sure to like & follow WUEF on Facebook (search for Washington Union Educational Foundation) to stay up on all the latest in-

formation! 

The next WUEF Board Meeting will be held November 14 @ 6:00p.m. in the Toro Park School MPR.  You are welcome and en-

couraged to attend. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Carli Chasen, WUEF President 2017-2018 

Kupa (derived from the Hawaiian for “citizen”) is the 

BEAR who considers herself a citizen of the world. A phi-

losopher and poet, she believes that we are all part of 

the same family and must do our share to help each 

mailto:alllie.keeley222@gmail.com
mailto:pedriniwilliams@gmail.com
http://wuef.ejoinme.org/donate


 

       
Music Notes 
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November – as our beautiful fall days continue and into December, thoughts turn to the upcoming holidays. 

Emphasis is on the similarities within cultures even with different spoken languages. This will broaden stu-

dents’ world knowledge of music as truly the universal language. They continue to see, hear and sing about 

celebrations and holidays from many different lands and cultures. All students will experience a variety of 

seasonal music.  Light is the basis for many celebrations at this time of year - Diwali, Chanukkah, Solstice, 

Christmas, Kwanzaa, 12th Night - and that is what is emphasized through the repertoire. Do you have family 

traditions including music or remember music from your childhood? Share with your children especially 

across generation lines. 

 

TK, Kinders and First graders will have holiday stories, songs and movement.  

Using rhythm instruments will help focus and concentration as well as keeping 

the beat.  Emphasizing a “team” effort encourages helping the whole class by 

following directions. 

 

 

Second graders have almost finished The Weather Rap as well as Music All Over Me. Even with humorous 

songs in many styles, there is always the opportunity to reinforce basic reading skills while acquainting stu-

dents with music signs and symbols.  Working on rhythm and keeping a steady beat emphasizes listening 

skills and following directions. 

 

Third graders have more emphasis on note reading in preparation for starting recorders in 

January. All About Music Songs is a collection of songs reinforcing music signs and sym-

bols – all the necessary information to move into playing an instrument. Please encourage 

your student to KEEP all music papers and work on them.  They are cumulative. Help your 

child work on team effort and responsibility. This is a big part of the Character Counts pro-

gram whether music homework or any other classroom effort. 

 

 A Kinder student noticed all the books in the room recently and asked where I got all the music I use.  

While I compose and make up some of the simple songs, I answered that one of my other jobs is working at 

a music store.  As such, I see all the new and exciting music books.  So, if you are stuck for an extra music 

treat or gift, stop by and check out Bookmark Music in Pacific Grove. Lots of wonderful children’s story-

books with music are available. Are you interested in ukulele or guitar? The store has expanded in these ar-

eas and not only has a wide range of instruments to offer, but music from basic beginner to advanced. 

 

Treat your family to some of the wonderful programs in the area this time of year.  There are a myriad of 

community, church and professional groups performing music of the season. 

 

 

MaryClare Martin 
Music Specialist 
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Toro Park School has a new Librarian! 

Welcome, Mrs. Thomson  

to the Toro Park School Staff Family. 

 Don’t forget to visit the Book Fair October 
31st—November 3rd.  

  It is open daily from 8am—3:30pm. 

 

Greetings from the Library 

   Parents’ Club 
 
 Hello Toro Park families! We are still accepting your Annual Membership 
 Drive paperwork. Your $40.00 contribution to Parents’ Club makes a huge dif
 ference for our children! Membership dues can also be paid online via the 
 PC page on the district website. 
  https://www.washingtonusd.org/Page/99 

 

Our annual Harvest Carnival was a success! A huge THANK YOU goes out to all who participated!  From 
the volunteers, to the vendors, to people who donated items, and those who attended with their families, 
this is truly a community event, and it took all of us to make it happen! 
 

Be on the look out for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come 11/7, 11/28 & 
12/12 after school. For the Kinders, he will be there on 11/8 & 12/13 after dis-
missal.  Kona cups range from $3-$6 and 20% of proceeds come back to our schools. 
They are also smart snack approved! 
 

*** NEW !!!  Family Paint Night at SBMS! Parents’ Club and Progress not Perfection 
are teaming up for a WUSD Fundraiser on November 30th, 5-8pm! This fun, family event will be held at 
San Benancio Middle School. Dinner is included from 5-6pm, and Castle Rock Coffee will be there with 
coffee and dessert treats available for purchase. The Paint Party is from 6-8pm and appropriate for all 
ages and skill levels. 50% of ALL ticket sales will benefit the schools in the district.  Discounts will be given 
for multiple tickets purchase. 
 

The Holiday Gift Shop will be open for business the week of December 
18-22nd in the Toro Park MPR. This is a wonderful opportunity for chil-
dren to practice thinking of others and feel the joy of giving. Stay tuned 
for more information to follow! 
 

We would like to invite you to our next Parents’ Club Meetings on November 9th and December 14th at 
6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Middle School. There should be a Parents’ Club Representative from 
each class present at the meeting. Please check out Parents’ Club on the district website for more info, 
and make sure to like us on Facebook for updates, reminders, information, and more!   
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11/1  Collaboration Day 12:45p.m. Dismissal 
11/6-11/9 Red, White, & Blue Week! 
11/6 Canned Food Drive Begins! 
11/8 School Board Meeting 6:00 pm @ SBMS 
11/9  End of First Trimester 
11/9  Parents’ Club Meeting @ 6pm SBMS Rm 10 
11/9 End of See’s & Yankee Candle Fundraiser 
11/10 Veterans’ Day Observed—Holiday 
11/13  Picture Retakes 
11/14  WUEF Meeting @ 6:00 p.m. TPS MPR 
11/15  Minimum Day 
***All Kinder students attend 8:10am—11:30am 
***11:45am Dismissal 1st—3rd grades*** 
11/17  Kinder Day of Thanks 
11/17  Report Cards sent Home 
11/17 Canned Food Drive Ends 
11/20 thru 11/24 Thanksgiving Holiday Week 
11/29  See’s Candy Pick Up @ SBMS 
11/29 School Site Council Meeting @ 3:30pm TPS  

 
 

 

Please check the Lost & Found the next time you are on 
campus for any items that may belong to your family.   
 

All Lost & Found will be donated to  
Hope Services on December 22, 2017. 

Lost & Found Friendly Reminders: 
Monday—Friday milk and orange juice are available with 
purchased tickets. (Milk 50¢, Orange Juice 50¢)  
 

On Mon., Wed. & Fri.,  pencils are sold for 25¢ 

On Tuesdays, students can buy Orange Juice tickets. 

On Thursdays, students can buy milk tickets. 

On Thursdays, chocolate milk is available.  
 

On Fridays wear a Toro Park shirt to show your SCHOOL 
SPIRIT. 
 

On Fridays, students can buy ice cream for $1.00. 

Replacement Folders $2.00 in the office daily. 

Bus tickets for individual trips can be purchased in the 
office. $15.00 for a sheet of ten tickets. (Payable to WUSD 
or exact change please). 

Save Box Tops for Education and deposit them in the 
library collection box. 

Recycle used computer ink cartridges, cell phones, & 
pagers in the Library or Computer Lab. 
 

We regret we no longer have spoons and forks available 
for students, please ensure your child brings one in their 
lunch.  
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12/14 Parents’ Club Meeting @ 6pm SBMS Rm 10 
12/15 Yankee Candle pick up @ SBMS MPR 
12/18 thru 12/22  Holiday Gift Fair 
12/20  Collaboration Day 12:45p.m. Dismissal 
12/22  Pajama Day! 
12/25—1/8/2018  Winter Vacation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1/9/2018  Classes Resume  
 
 
Upcoming Events 2018 
 
1/12/2018  Crazy Socks & Crazy Hat Day 
1/15  Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday—No School 
1/17  Collaboration Day 12:45p.m. Dismissal 
1/31 Collaboration Day 12:45p.m. Dismissal 
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